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Marriage Continued

separate.” They said to him, "Why then did Moses command us to give a certificate of dismissal and fo divorce her?"
He said to them, "It was because you were so hard-hearted that Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the
beginning it was not so. And | say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for unchastity, and marries another
commits adultery.” His disciples said to him, "If such is the case of a man with his wife, it is better not to marry.” But he
said to them, "Not everyone can accept this teaching, but only those to whom it is given. For there are eunuchs who
have been so from birth, and there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by others, and there are eunuchs who
have made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Let anyone accept this who can.”

Mark 10:2-12 "Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?" He
answered them, "What did Moses command you?" They said, "Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal
and to divorce her.” But Jesus said to them, "Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you.
But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 'For this reason a man shall leave his father and
mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one flesh.
Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate." Then in the house the disciples asked him again about
this matter. He said to them, "Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; and if she
divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”

Hebrews 13: 4 “Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge
fornicators and adufferers.”

1 Corinthians 7 “Now conceming the matters about which you wrote: "It is well for a man not to touch a woman." But
because of cases of sexual immorality, each man should have his own wife and each woman her own husband. The
husband should give to his wife her conjugal rights, and likewise the wife to her husband. For the wife does not have
authority over her own body, but the husband does; likewise the husband does not have authority over his own body,
but the wife does. Do not deprive one another except perhaps by agreement for a set time, to devote yourselves to
prayer, and then come together again, so that Satan may not tempt you because of your lack of self-control. This | say
by way of concession, not of command. | wish that all were as | myself am. But each has a particular gift from God,
one having one kind and another a different kind.

To the unmarried and the widows I say that it is well for them to remain unmarried as | am. But if they are not
practicing seff-control, they should marry. For it is better to marry than to be aflame with passion. To the married I give
this command--not | but the Lord—that the wife should not separate from her husband (but if she does separate, let her
remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband), and that the husband should not divorce his wife. To the rest |
say—I and not the Lord—that if any believer has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, he
should not divorce her. And if any woman has a husband who is an unbeliever, and he consents to live with her, she
should not divorce him. For the unbelieving husband is made holy through his wife, and the unbelieving wife is made
holy through her husband. Otherwise, your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy. But if the unbelieving
partner separates, let it be so; in such a case the brother or sister is not bound. It is to peace that God has called you.
Wife, for all you know, you might save your husband. Husband, for all you know, you might save your wife.

However that may be, let each of you lead the life that the Lord has assigned, to which God called you. This is my
rule in all the churches. Was anyone at the time of his call already circumcised? Let him not seek to remove the marks
of circumcision. Was anyone at the time of his call uncircumcised? Let him not seek circumcision. Circumcision is
nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing; but obeying the commandments of God is everything. Let each of you remain in
the condition in which you were called.

Were you a slave when called? Do not be concemed about it. Even if you can gain your freedom, make use of
your present condition now more than ever. For whoever was called in the Lord as a slave is a freed person belonging
to the Lord, just as whoever was free when called is a slave of Christ. You were bought with a price; do not become
slaves of human masters. In whatever condition you were called, brothers and sisters, there remain with God.

Now concerning virgins, | have no command of the Lord, but I give my opinion as one who by the Lord’s mercy is
trustworthy. | think that, in view of the impending crisis, it is well for you to remain as you are. Are you bound to a wife?
Do not seek to be free. Are you free from a wife? Do not seek a wife. But if you marry, you do not sin, and if a virgin
marries, she does not sin. Yet those who marry will experience distress in this life, and | would spare you that. | mean,
brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those who have wives be as though
they had none, and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were
not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no possessions, and those who deal with the world as though
they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away.

| want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the affairs of the Lord, how to please the
Lord: but the married man is anxious about the affairs of the world, how to please his wife, and his interests are
divided. And the unmarried woman and the virgin are anxious about the affairs of the Lord, so that they may be holy in
body and spirit: but the married woman is anxious about the affairs of the world, how to please her husband. | say this
for your own benefit, not to put any restraint upon you, but to promote good order and unhindered devotion to the
Lord.

If anyone thinks that he is not behaving properly toward his fiancée, if his passions are strong, and so it has to be,
let him marry as he wishes; it is no sin. Let them marry. But if someone stands firm in his resolve, being under no
necessity but having his own desire under control, and has determined in his own mind to keep her as his fiancee, he
will do well. So then, he who marries his fiancée does well; and he who refrains from marriage will do befter.

A wife is bound as long as her husband lives. But if the husband dies, she is free to marry anyone she wishes,
only in the Lord. But in my judgment she is more blessed if she remains as she is. And | think that | too have the Spirit
of God.
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36. Death/Funerals

“The resurrection is a central doctrine of the Christian faith and shapes Christians’ attitudes and responses to the

event of death.” [W-4.10001]

F. Key Resources

2.
3.

James F. White Introduction to Christian Worship, Rev. Ed. pp 288-97
Calvin Institutes of the Christian Religion pp

G. Confessional Affirmations regarding Death

2.

10.

Death is the result of the Fall

;\II will certainly die

l.n death, we are participate not only in the death of Christ but his resurrection too
I'n Life and in Death, nothing can separate us from the love of God

The Status of Unbelievers in Death
e Remembering our Baptism

H. Book of Order - Funerals

1.

Session sets palicies for funerals

o The Session is responsible for establishing general policies concerning the observance of services on the occasion
of death. [W-4.10002]

o The service may be observed on any day. A request fo observe such a service as part of the Lord’s Day service

or to celebrate the Lord’s Supper as part of the service on the occasion of death requires the approval of the
session. [W-4.10003]

Advanced Planning
s Because it is difficult under emotional stress to plan wisely, the session should encourage members to discuss and
plan in advance the arrangements which will be necessary a the time of death, including decisions about the
Christian options of burial, cremation, or donation for medical purposes. These plans should provide for
arrangements which are simple, which bear witness to resurrection hope, and in which the Christian community is
central. [W-4.10002]
Service is conducted under the direction of the Pastor
e The service shall be under the direction of the pastor. Others may be invited fo pan‘:c:pate as leaders in the
service at the discretion of the pastor. [W-4.10003]
» Former pastors, associate pastors, and assistant pastors may officiate at services for members of a particular
church, or at services within its properties, only upon the invitation from the moderator of the session or, in case
of the inability to contact the moderator, from the clerk of session. [G-14.0606]
Takes place in normal place of worship
o The services on the occasion of death ordinarily should be held in the usual place of worship in order to join this
service to the community’s continuing life and witness to the resurrection. [W-4.10003]
o When there are important reasons not to hold the service in the usual place of worship, it may be held in another
suitable place such as a home, a funeral home, a crematorium, or at graveside. [W-4.10005]
s When the deceased was not known to be a believer or had no connection with a church, then it is appropriate to
hold the service elsewhere and to omit or adapt portions of it as seems fitting. [Book of Common Worship pg 911]
Nature of the services
a. All Services
1) are an act of worship
» The resurrection is a central doctrine of the Christian faith and shapes Christians’ attitudes and responses
in the event of death. . . In the face of death Christians affirm with tears and joy the hope of the gospel.
[W-4.10001]
2) are an act of pastoral care for family, friends and the community of faith
o Death brings loss, sorrow, and grief to all. . . Christians do not bear bereavement in isolation but are
sustained by the power of the Spirit and the community of faith. The church offers a ministry of love and
hope to all who grieve. [W-4.10001]
s  When death comes, the church in its pastoral care immediately offers the ministry of presence, of shared
loss and pain, of faith and hope in the power of the resurrection, and of ordinary acts of care and love.
The church continues special pastoral care during the time of grieving and adjusting. [W-6.3006]
b. Three Possible Services
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16. Calvin

17. Barth

1) Comforting the Bereaved

It is appropriate for family and friends to gather from prayer, in the home or funeral establishment, on the
day or night before the funeral. [Book of Common Worship pg 905]

The service may be led by the minister or another representative of the church. [Book of Common
Worship pg 905]

Service may include scripture sentences, prayer, songs and hymns, reading(s) from scripture, the Lord’s
Prayer, and a blessing. [Book of Common Worship pg 905]

2) The Funeral: A Service of the Witness to the Resurrection

This service may be observed before or after the committal of the body. [W-4.10005]
In order that attention in the service be directed to God, when a casket is present it ordinarily is closed. It
may be covered with a funeral pall. [W-4.10005]
The service may include other actions common to the community of faith and its cultures when these
actions do not detract from or diminish the Christian understanding of death and resurrection. [W-
4.10005]
The service shall be complete in itself, and any fraternal, civic, or military rites should be conducted
separately. [W-4.10005]
o The service begins with scriptural sentences. It is appropriate for worshipers to sing hymns, psalms,
spinituals, or spiritual songs which affimm God's power over death, a belief in the resurrection to the
live everiasting, and the assurance of the communion of the saints. [W-4.10004]
o Scripture shall be read; a sermon or other exposition of the Word may be proclaimed; an affirmation
of faith may be made by the people. [W-4.10004]
Aspects of the life of the one who has died my be recalled. [W-4.10004]
Prayers shall be offered, giving thanks to God
(1) for the life in Jesus Christ and the promise of the gospel
(2) for the gift of the life of the one who has died,
(3) for the comfort of the Holy Spirit
(4) for the community of faith;
making intercessions
(5) for family members and loved ones who grieve,
(6) for those who minister to and support the bereaved,
(7) for all who suffer loss
lifting supplications
(8) for faith and grace for all who are present;
o concluding with the Lord’s Prayer. [W-4.10004]
s The service ends by commending the one who has died to the care of the etemal God and sending
the people forth with a benediction. [W-4.10004]

3) The Committal

Committal may take place before or after the funeral service. This service may be observed before or
after the committal of the body. [W-4.10005] '

Members and friends of the family of the one who has died should gather at the graveside or crematonium
for a service of farewell, which is to be conducted with simplicity, dignity, and brevity. [W4.10006]

The service includes readings from Scripture, prayers, words of committal, and a blessing, reflecting the
reality of death, entrusting the one who has died to the care of God, and bearing witness to faith in the
resurrection from the dead. [W4.10006]

31.Reformed Theologians

@

“

" [Institutes, pg 367]

" [CD, iv/l, 69]
32.Scripture
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Golden Rules for Worship and S Examinati

The Worship and Sacraments exam provides an opportunity for the candidate to show how the
Directory for Worship provides direction as he or she seeks to lead God's people in worship,
faithful to the Reformed heritage of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTS testifies to the core of life in the community of faith and our
Presbyterian sense that there are standards for our celebrations which represent the wisdom of our

heritage of working out the implication of Scripture in the practicalities of celebrating God's
presence.

In preparation for taking the Standardized examination in Worship and Sacraments, it would be

helpful to know and on occasion to review what the examination is testing. The Book of Order
states: '

"Worship and Sacraments. This examination shall assess the candidate's
understanding of the meaning and purpose of corporate worship and the
sacraments, familiarity with the Directory for Worship and the _ng_qf
Confessions, and their application to the life of worshipping communities. "

It is our judgment that each examination should be crafted in such a way that candidates are
~ required to demonstrate the following:

1. An ability to articulate specific provisions of the Directory for Worship and
to apply them in concrete contexts for ministry.

2. An ability to illustrate the connection between the contemporary
understandings and practices of worship set forth in the Directory for
Worship and the theological heritage of the Reformed tradition as it is
expressed in the Book of Confessions.

3. ' An ability to construe or articulate a theological framework for addressing
issues and practices related to worship and sacraments that arise from
contemporary contexts for ministry.

4, “An ability to reflect theologically on the many different relationships
between the church's worship and celebration of sacraments and how it
carries out its ministry and mission in the world.

5. An ability to respond to individuals or groups in given situations with
sensitivity to their needs, while also expressing the spirit of the
constitutional standards.



The best resources for study of a particular subject are the original documents. That holds true
for the Worship and Sacraments Examination. In preparation for taking the exam, there is no
substitute for a thorough knowledge of the Directory for Worship. This is the constitutional
document that forms the basis for the examination. At this time, the examination is closed book
and with the increase of material contained in the new Directory, it is imperative that the
candidate have as thorough a knowledge of it as possible.

The worship life of our denomination reflects conviction that the church's worship, witness and
service are inseparable, and that the worship of our churches is informed by Reformed theology.
It is important for the candidate to have a knowledge of the theological basis for our worship,
therefore, a knowledge of the Book of Confessions helps us to answer some of those "Why?"
questions that not only appear in the examination, but also confront the pastor in the parish
setting. The candidate will find helpful that the Directory for Worship has been "created in
harmony with Scripture and the Book of Confessions," and that when possible the biblical texts

or the confessional material that gave rise to a section in the Directory for Worship is noted in the
text.

The candidate will be expected to demonstrate "pastoral sensitivity" to those persons involved in
the situation. The readers will be looking for sincere and concrete expressions of the care and
understanding that our people deserve. There is no real way to prepare to be examined in this,
simply to be aware of what people in a given situation are feeling. At times, it might be necessary
to "read between the lines" of the situation to get at what is really going on. Many students have
said that the best way to prepare for the Worship and Sacraments Examination in general, and this
component of the exam, is to practice using old examinations. Actually "taking" the exam,
writing out the answers and having those answers graded has been found to a good way to
mentally prepare. Talking through questions and situations is another good way to prepare. This
also helps to sharpen one's focus on different pastoral issues in given situations.

It is expected that the candidate in taking the exams will be able to apply their understanding of
Reformed worship to situations involving other liturgical traditions. As stated in the instructions,
a knowledge of these other traditions is not required. The candidate will not be asked to compare
and contrast the Presbyterian understanding of sacramental theology with that of the Pentecostal
or Roman Catholic traditions. What is expected is that the candidate will have an informed

knowledge of what we as Presbyterians hold to be the "meaning and purpose of corporate worship
and the Sacraments."

Worship and Sacraments Task Group
Presbyteries' Cooperative Committee
Jerry W. Houchens, Executive Secretary
April 1994 (Revised)





