























5. God’s Attributes Continued

e  There is but one only living and frue God, who is infinite in being and perfection, a most pure spirit, invisible,
without body, parts, or passions, immutable, immense, eternal, incomprehensible, almighty; most wise, most
holy, most free, most absolute, working all things according to the counsel of his own immutable and most
righteous will, for his own glory; most loving, gracious, merciful, long- suffering, abundant in goodness and
truth, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin; the rewarder of them that diligently seek him; and withal most
just and terrible in his judgments; hating all sin, and who will by no means clear the guilty. [Westminster 6.011]

e God hath all life, glory, goodness, blessedness, in and of himself; and is alone in and unto himself all-sufficient,
not standing in need of any creatures which he hath made, nor deriving any glory from them, but only
manifesting his own glory in, by, unto, and upon them: he is the alone fountain of all being, of whom, through
whom, and to whom, are all things; and hath most sovereign dominion over them, fo do by them, for them, or
upon them, whatsoever himself pleaseth. In his sight all things are open and manifest; his knowledge is
infinite, infallible, and independent upon the creature; so as nothing is fo him contingent or uncertain. He is
most holy in all his counsels, in all his works, and in all his commands. To him is due from angels and men,
and every other creature, whatsoever worship, service, or obedience he is pleased to require of them.
[Westminster 6.012]

o [nthe unity of the Godhead there be three Persons of one substance, power, and eternity . . . [Westminster
6.013] .

e Q. 4. Whatis God? A. God is a Spirit, infinite, efernal and unchangeable . . . [S. Catechism 7.004]

e Q.7 Whatis God? A. God is a Spirit, in and of himself infinite in being, glory, blessedness, and perfection;
all- sufficient, eternal, unchangeable, incomprehensible, everywhere present, almighty; knowing all things,
most wise, most holy, most just, most merciful and gracious, long- suffering, and abundant in goodness and
truth. [L. Catechism 7.116]

v Omnipotent (all powerful) —This does not mean the ability to do literally anything and everything,
but rather the sovereign power of a God who is for us, for our own good, consistent with God’s
characteristic love and goodness. It i$ the sovereignty of love that is incomparably strong even in
weakness.

v Omnipresent (everywhere at all times) — This does not mean God is the cosmic spy who idly lets
history run its course. Rather this is the affirmation that God's love and justice is present in all
circumstances and the lives of all people — even those who have different religious, political, moral
and ethical commitments.

v Omniscient (all knowing) — This does not necessarily mean that God knows all of history, past,
present and future. Rather the emphasis should be more on the fact that God knows us, intimately.
But God’s knowing is not for our harm but for good. Omniscience is the deep wisdom of God, which
includes the foolishness of the cross.

v Eternal (not limited by time) — Some believe this means God is beyond time and history — a
passive and inert God. But the affirmation of the Christian faith is the particularity of God’s activity
in Israel’s history and through the incarnation of Jesus Christ. Therefore, this is an affirmation of
God's eternal presence with and for us.

v Unchangeable, Immutable, Immovable — this is not a fixed or dead immutability but a dynamic
constancy of character and purpose that includes movement and change. God is unchangeable in
the sense that God is stubbornly, consistently, dependably, faithfully the just and loving God we
meet in Scripture.

6. Means of Knowing God
a. Through Jesus Christ

=  God's sovereign love is a mystery beyond the reach of man’s mind. Human thought ascribes to God
superiatives of power, wisdom, and goodness. But God reveals his love in Jesus Christ by showing power in
the form of a servant, wisdom in the folly of the cross, and goodness in receiving sinful men. The power of
God's love in Christ to transform the world discloses that the Redeemer is the Lord and Creator who made all
things fo serve the purpose of his love. [C-67 9.15]
b. Through God's Works
o Q. 122. What is the first petition? A. "Hallowed be thy name." That is: help us first of all to know thee rightly,
and to hallow, glorify, and praise thee in all thy works through which there shine thine almighty power, wisdom,
goodness, righteousness, mercy, and truth. And so order our whole life in thought, word, and deed that thy
name may never be blasphemed on our account, but may always be honored and praised. [Heidelberg 4.122]
¢. Through Scripture
o Q. 6. What do the Scriptures make known of God? A. The Scriptures make known what God Is, the persons
in the Godhead, his decrees, and the execution of his decrees. [L. Catechism 7.116]
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5. God’s Attributes Continued

C. Reformed Theologians
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Calvin ~ “Nearly all the wisdom we posses, that is to say, true and sound wisdom, consists of two parts:
knowledge of God and of ourselves.” [Instifutes, 1.1.1, pg 35]

Calvin ~ “Consequently, we know the most perfect way of seeking god, and the most suitable order, is not
for us to attempt with bold curiosity to penetrate to the investigation of his essence, which we out more to
adore than meticulously to search out, but for us to contemplate him in his works whereby he renders
himself near and familiar to us, and in some manner communicates himself.” [/nstitutes, 1.5.9, pg 62]

Calvin ~ “It is also fitting, therefore, for us to pursue this particular search for God, which may so hold our
mental powers suspended in wonderment as at the same time to stir us deeply.” [Institutes, 1.5.9, pg 62]

ripture

Is 55:8-9 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. For as the heavens
are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

Is 57:15 “For thus says the high and lofty one who inhabits eterity, whose name is Holy: I dwell in the high and holy
place, and also with those who are contrite and humble in spirtt, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the
heart of the contrite.”

1 John 4:8 “Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.”

Ps 31:15 “My times are in your hand; deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors.”

Heb 13:8 “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”

1 Tim 6:16 “It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can
see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.”

John 14:9 “Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'?”
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9. Creation_

“We believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.”

[Nicene Creed, 1.1]

A. Key Resources

1. Migliore Faith Seeking Understanding pp 80-98
2. Guthrie Christian Doclrine, Rev. Ed. pp 145-65
3. Calvin Institutes of the Christian Religion pp 51-69

B. Confessional Affirmations
1. God Created All Things

a.

b.

Creatio Ex Nihilo — God created everything out of nothing. God alone is the source of all that exists.

o That the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing created heaven and earth with all that is
in them. [Heidelberg 4.026]

e God created all things. This good and almighty God created all things, both visible and invisible, by his co-
eternal Word, and preserves thern by his co-eternal Spirit, as David testified when he said: "By the word of the
Lord the heavens were made, and all their host by the breath of his mouth. [Ps. 33:6]. [2™ Helvetic 5. 032]

o |t pleased God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, for the manifestation of the glory of his eternal power,
wisdom, and goodness, in the beginning, to create or make of nothing the world, and all things therein,
whether visible or invisible, in the space of six days, and all very good. [Westminster 6.022]

Creatio Cotinua — God continues to create everything and is active in creation. God is the mysterious

other on which all that exists radically and totally depends

e  That the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing created heaven and earth with all that is

in them, who also upholds and governs them by his eternal counsel and providence, is for the sake of Christ
his Son my God and my Father. [Heidelberg 4.026]

2. Al Things God Created are Good [not perfect]

-]

And, as Scripture says, everything that God had made was very good, and was made for the profit and use of
man. Now we assert that all those things proceed from one beginning. [2"" Helvetic 5.032]

It pleased God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, for the manifestation of the glory of his eternal power, wisdom,
and goodness, in the beginning, to create or make of nothing the world, and all things therein, whether visible or
invisible, in the space of six days, and all very good. [Westminster 6.022]

The work of creation is God's making all things of nothing, by the word of his power, in the space of six days, and
all very good. [S. Catechism 7.009]

The work of creation is that wherein God did in the beginning, by the word of his power, make of nothing, the world
and all things therein for himself, within the space of six days, and all very good. [L. Catechism 7.125]

In sovereign love God created the world good. [Brief Statement 10.29]

3. Creation expresses the Character of God —

a.

Trinitarian Reality

“In the act of creation, God already manifest the self-communicating, other-affirming, community
forming love that defines God's eternal triune reality.” [Migliore pg 85]

The first person of the Trinity, traditionally the Father, creates through the Word {the Son] and
sustains life through the divine Spirit.
Reflection of God’s Purposes

»  We confess and acknowledge one God alone . . .By whom we confess and believe all things in heaven and
earth, visible and invisible, to have been created, to be retained in their being, and fo be ruled and guided by
his inscrutable providence for such end as his eternal wisdom, goodness, and justice have appointed, and to
the manifestation of his own glory. [Scots 3.01]

s [t pleased God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, for the manifestation of the glory of his eternal power,
wisdom, and goodness, in the beginning, to create or make of nothing the world, and all things therein,
whether visible or invisible, in the space of six days, and all very good. [Westminster 6.022]

o The decrees of God are his eternal purpose, according to the counsel of his will, whereby, for his own glory,
he hath foreordained whatsoever comes fo pass. God executeth his decrees in the works of creation and
providence. [S, Catechism 7.007-8]

e (God has created the world of space and time to be the sphere of his dealings with men. In its beauty and

vastness, sublimity and awfulness, order and disorder, the world reflects to the eye of faith the majesty and
mystery of its Creator. [C-67 9.16]

4. Three Inadequate Ways for understanding God'’s relation to Creation

a.

b.
c.

Theism — God is transcendent creator of the word — but our understanding of God is that God not only
creates but continues to remain active in the world

Pantheism — all creation is God itself — but we believe that God is not the object nor is the object God.
Panentheism — God and the world are interdependent — but traditionally, God has not been described in
terms of change and interdependency with creation.
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8. Creation Continued

C. Reformed Theologians

1.

D. Sc
1.

Calvin ~ ““Indeed, his essence is incomprehensible; hence his divineness far escapes all human
perception. But upon his individual works he has engraved unmistakable marks of his glory, so clear and so
prominent that even unlettered and stupid folk cannot plead the excuse of ignorance.” [Instifutes, 1.5.1, pg
52]

Calvin ~ “And from the beginning nothing at all has existed in which God has not put for an example both
of his wisdom and of his righteousness.” [Insfitutes, 1.14.3, pg 163]

Barth ~ “Creation means the irruption and revelation of the divine compassion. Once and for all the Word
of God went out against the rejected and vanished reality of an alien and hostile creature. Creation, the
appearance of heaven and earth, the content of commencing time, was that God spoke and spoke again
that (God) thus did what was later to constitute in ever new faithfulness the covenant between [Godseif]
and (Humanity).” [CD, 11I/1, pg 110]

ripture

Gen 1:1-4 “In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, "Let there be
light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness.”

Isa 65:17-8 “For | am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be remembered or

- come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what | am creating; for | am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and

its people as a delight.”

Psa 19:1-4a “ The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. Day to day pours
forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge. There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard;
yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words fo the end of the world.”

John 1:1-5 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things came info being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has
come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.”

Col 1:15-17 “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in heaven and on
earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers--all things have been
created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”

Rom 4:17 “. . . God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not
exist.”
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“And although the primary seat of the divine image was in the mind and heart, or in the soul and its powers, yet
there was no part of man, not even the body itself, in which some sparks (of the image of God) did not glow.

[Calvin, Institutes, 1.15.3, pg 188}

A. Key Resources

1. Migliore Faith Seeking Understanding pp 120-38
2. Guthrie Christian Doctrine, Rev. Ed. pp 192-211
3. Calvin Institutes of the Christian Religion pp 183-192

B. Confessional Affirmations

1. Human beings were created in the image of God.
a. Inour capacity to reason

(-]

Q. 10. How did God create man? A. God created man male and female, after his own image, in knowledge,
righteousness, and holiness, with dominion over the creatures. [S. Catechism 7.010]

Q. 17. How did God create man? A. After God had made all other creatures, he created man, male and
female; formed the body of the man of the dust of the ground, and the woman of the rib of man; endued them
with living, reasonable, and immortal souls; made them after his own image, in knowledge, righteousness and
holiness, having the law of God written in their hearts, and power to fulfill it, with dominion over the creatures;
yet subject to fall. [L. Catechism 7.127]

b. In our capacity for relationships

Q. 6. Did God create man evil and perverse like this? A. No. On the contrary, God created man good and in
his image, that is, in true righteousness and holiness, so that he might rightly know God his Creator, love him
with his whole heart, and live with him in eternal blessedness, praising and glorifying him. [Heidelberg 4.006]
God has created man in a personal relation with himself that man may respond fo the love of the Creator. He
has created male and female and given them a life which proceeds from birth to death in a succession of
generations and in a wide complex of social relations. He has endowed man with capacities to make the world
serve his needs and to enjoy its good things. Life is a gift fo be received with gratitude and a task to be
pursued with courage. Man is free fo seek his life within the purpose of God: fo develop and protect the
resources of nature for the common welfare, to work for justice and peace in society, and in other ways to use
his creative powers for the fuffilment of human life. [C-67 9.17]

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign love God created the world good and makes

everyone equally in God's image, male and female, of every race and people, to live as one community. [Brief
Statement 10.27-32]

c. Inour exercise of stewardship and responsibility with and for creation

-]

In the beglnn/ng, man was made according fo the image of God, in righteousness and true holiness, good and
upright. [2"™ Helvetic 5.036]

d. Inour capacity for freedom

After God had made all other creatures, he created man, male and female, with reasonable and immortal
souls, endued with knowledge, righteousness, and true holiness after his own image, having the law of God
written in their hearts, and power to fulfill if; and yet under a possibility of transgressing, being left to the liberty
of their own will, which was subject unto change. Besides this law written in their hearts, they received a
command not fo eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil; which while they kept they were happy in
their communion with God, and had dominion over the creatures. [Westmlnster 6.023]

e. Inthe eternal existence of our souls

-]

Now concerning man, Scripture says that in the beginning he was made good according to the image and
likeness of God; that God placed him in Paradise and made all things subject to him (Gen., ch. 2). This is what
David magnificently sets forth in Psalm 8. Moreover, God gave him a wife and blessed them. We also affirm
that man consists of two different substances in one person: an immortal soul which, when separated from the
body, neither sleeps nor dies, and a mortal body which will nevertheless be raised up from the dead at the last
judgment, in order that then the whole man, either in fife or in death, abide forever. [2™ Helvetic 5. 034]

f. In a whole range of God's attributes

We confess and acknowledge that our God has created man, i.e., our first father, Adam, after his own image

and likeness, to whom he gave wisdom, lordship, justice, free will, and self-consciousness, so that in the whole
nature of man no imperfection could be found. [Scots 3.02]

2. The ongoing process of Imago Dei — Sanctification
e Q. 35. What is sanctification? A. Sanctification is the work of God's free grace, whereby we are renewed in the

whole man after the image of God, and are enabled more and more to die unto sin and live unto righteousness. [S.
Catechism 7.035]
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3.

4.

Created in God's image — both in a Trinitarian and Christological sense

a. Imago Trinitas — humans are designed not as isolated individuals but resemble the Trinitarian inter-
relationality. We are united and bound to each other in relationship.

b. Imago Christi - - “The imago Christi is an imago dei mediated through Christ. . . .taken to mean that the
human being has been created in the direction of the image of God which Christis . . . so that the
creation of human beings is open for the incarnation.” [Moltmann, God in Creation, pg 216]. “Jesus
Christ is the fullest expression what God intends humanity to be. . . . | mean simply that for Christian
faith and theology, the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus will constitute the decisive norm of both
true divinity and true humanity.” [Migliore, pg 123]

Humans are not fashioned in the likeness of God in a physical sense

C. Reformed Theologians

1.

D. Scr
1.

Calvin ~ “We cannot have a clear and complete knowledge of God unless it is accompanied by a
corresponding knowledge of ourselves. This knowledge of ourselves is twofold: namely to know what we
were like when we were first created and what our condition became after the fall of Adam.” [Institutes,
1.15.1, pg 183]

Calvin ~ I shall not contend too strongly — provided it be regarded as a settled principle that the image of
God, which is seen or glows in these outward mars, is spiritual.” [Insfitutes, 1.15.3, pg 186]

Calvin ~ “that the end of regeneration is that Christ should reform us to God'’s image.” [Institutes, 1.15.4, pg
189]

ipture

Gen 1:26-28 “Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth. So God created humankind in his image, in the image
of God he created them; male and female he created them. God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and
multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and
over every living thing that moves upon the earth.”

2 Cor 4:4 “In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”

2 Cor 3:18 “And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are being
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit.”

Eph 4:23-24 "and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to clothe yourselves with the new seff, created
according to the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.”

Col 1:15 “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation”

Col 3:8-10 “But now you must get rid of all such things--anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your
mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with ifs practices and have clothed
yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator.”
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